
 
 
 
 

Two Augusta nonprofits receive $140,000 in grants from Wells Fargo 
Housing Foundation to support neighborhood project 

Grant part of $6MM effort to help revitalize communities impacted by economy 
 
Augusta, GA (December 2, 2016) – Wells Fargo & Company today announced it will donate 
$140,000 to Turn Back The Block and Central Savannah River Area Economic Opportunity Authority, 
Inc. (CSRA EOA, Inc.) as part of $6 million in grants awarded across 56 nonprofits through its 2016 
Wells Fargo Housing Foundation Priority Markets Program to help stabilize and revitalize 
neighborhoods impacted by the economy. The Priority Markets Program provides grant support to 
support large-scale neighborhood revitalization projects to further economic recovery in local 
communities. 
 
“Wells Fargo is pleased to support these nonprofits that work tirelessly to help revitalize the 
Harrisburg neighborhood and further their success for the long-term,” said Laurel Briglevich, Wells 
Fargo Senior Community Development Officer. “The Priority Markets Program has been a catalyst for 
bringing together community stakeholders with common interests to improve neighborhoods that are 
producing sustainable results and adding up to make a huge difference for communities.”  
 
Turn Back The Block and CSRA EOA, Inc. are actively involved and experienced in community 
revitalization efforts and were identified by Wells Fargo as leading large-scale neighborhood projects. 
Priority Markets Program grants can be used for any costs associated with the development or 
redevelopment of the project. Recipients must be IRS 501c3 organizations with successful histories of 
building or renovating housing for low-to moderate-income homebuyers. 
 
The CSRA Economic Opportunity Authority, Inc. (CSRA EOA, Inc.) will receive $60,000 in financial 
support for the Minor Rehabilitation and Repair Project for low-income homeowners in the 
Harrisburg Neighborhood in Augusta. These funds will help CSRA EOA, Inc. to revitalize and 
strengthen the neighborhood by helping low-income vulnerable home owners (especially senior 
citizens and people with disabilities) maintain their homes in dignity, reduce blight and potential 
dangers in the community, and strengthen the neighborhood.   
 
“This project is a community effort with nonprofit and faith based partners, volunteers, our local 
government, and our funders (especially Wells Fargo) and local donors” said Lola Walton Johnson, 
Executive Director of CSRA EOA, Inc.  “As Ralph Waldo Emerson said, ‘The purpose of life … is to be 
useful, to be honorable, to be compassionate, to have it make some difference that you have lived and 
lived well’.” 
 
Wells Fargo has been a long-time supporter of Turn Back The Block’s neighborhood revitalization 
efforts in the Harrisburg community. Previous funding and volunteer efforts supported the 
organization’s first block of homes on Broad Street, and the recent $80,000 award will support the 
construction of two homes on the third block to be targeted for redevelopment.  
 
“The Priority Market grant award is especially meaningful in that it will support not only new, 
affordable home ownership opportunities through Turn Back The Block, but will also provide a means 
for existing homeowners in Harrisburg who are elderly and disabled to maintain their homes via 
home repair from CSRA Economic Opportunity Authority, Inc,” said Christel Jiles, Executive Director 



of Turn Back The Block. “Together, Wells Fargo, Turn Back The Block, and CSRA Economic 
Opportunity Authority, Inc. are working toward a holistic plan to create and sustain home ownership 
opportunities for low and moderate income families in Harrisburg." 
 
The Priority Markets Program grants are administered through the Wells Fargo Housing Foundation. 
Since 2009, the program has provided grants totaling more than $42 million for nonprofits in 125 
U.S. communities. 
 
 
About the Wells Fargo Housing Foundation 
In 2015, the Wells Fargo Housing Foundation donated nearly $20 million in support of affordable 
housing initiatives serving low-and moderate-income households – including for seniors, veterans, 
and families – through community revitalization efforts. Since its inception in 1993, the Wells Fargo 
Housing Foundation has invested more than $170 million to such efforts, along with mobilizing more 
than 4.7 million team member volunteer hours to build and rehabilitate nearly 5,600 homes and 
counting.  
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